
1

Coastal Flood Resilience NewsAugust 21, 2025
This newsletter provides a summary of news and research journal articles related to coastalstorms and rising sea levels. It is a product of the Coastal Flood Resilience Project, a network ofnonprofit organizations working for stronger programs to prepare for coastal storm floodingand rising sea levels along the coast of the United States. Prior issues of the CFRP News can befound here.

Science
1. National Academy to Conduct Climate Assessment to Inform Endangerment FindingReview: The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) has announced plans to review thelatest scientific evidence on whether greenhouse gas emissions are reasonablyanticipated to endanger public health and welfare in the U.S. The NAS noted:

“The EPA recently announced that it intends to rescind its “endangermentfinding,” a statement issued by the agency in 2009 that found that greenhousegas emissions do pose risks to public health and welfare. The National Academiesstudy will be completed and publicly released in September, in time to informEPA’s decision process.”
Here is an article on this topic from Inside Climate News. This article in E&E Newsexplains how repeal of the Endangerment Finding could open oil companies to damagelawsuits.

2. DOE Report Misleading on Sea Level Rise: A major report by the Department of Energyon impacts of climate changes downplays the risks of more severe coastal storms andrising sea levels and denies the fact that the rate of sea level rise is accelerating.
“In evaluatingAR6 projections to 2050 (with reference to the baseline period1995-2014), almost half of the interval has elapsed by 2025, with sea level risingat a lower rate than predicted. U.S. tide gauge measurements reveal no obviousacceleration beyond the historical average rate of sea level rise.”

Susan Crawford offers a critique of the sea level rise elements of the DOE report in thissubstack post.

https://www.cfrp.info/
https://www.cfrp.info/newsletter
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/2025/08/national-academies-launch-fast-track-review-of-latest-evidence-for-whether-greenhouse-gas-emissions-endanger-public-health-and-welfare?utm_source=Division+on+Earth+and+Life+Studies&utm_campaign=593c96bc7c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_05_30_07_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-ca8917363e-278899475&mc_cid=593c96bc7c&mc_eid=4964727e6c
https://www.eenews.net/articles/killing-epa-climate-rule-could-backfire-on-industry/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/07082025/national-academies-will-review-endangerment-finding-science/
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/DOE_Critical_Review_of_Impacts_of_GHG_Emissions_on_the_US_Climate_July_2025.pdf
https://susanpcrawford.substack.com/p/sea-levels-are-rising-a-new-doe-report?utm_campaign=email-half-post&r=ragtf&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
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“…the report asserts that "U.S. tide gauge measurements reveal no obviousacceleration beyond the historical average rate of sea level rise." Denyingacceleration is truly troubling for people who live on the East Coast. Not onlyare sea levels along our coast rising faster than global sea levels—they arealso accelerating faster than global levels. Recent acceleration is overwhelminglystatistically significant. But the current DOE authors assume that increases willcontinue to be linear and minimal.”
3. Declining Water Storage Drives Rising Sea Levels: This new paper published in ScienceAdvances shows unprecedented declines on terrestrial water storage (TWS) since 2002based on GRACE measurements. This is a result of droughts and groundwater depletionand the authors show that this is recently contributing more fresh water to sea level risethan glaciers and ice sheets.

“Global ocean mass continues to increase at a rate of 1.99 ± 0.2 mm Sea LevelEquivalent (SLE) year-1. Figure 6A shows that, since 2015, it is being drivenprimarily by decreasing TWS (0.89 ± 0.15 mm SLE year−1), rather than by themelting of the Greenland (0.73 ± 0.07 mm SLEyear−1 ) and Antarctic (0.37 ± 0.05mm SLE year−1 ) ice sheets. In other words, the continents are now the leadingcontributor (44%) to mass-driven GMSL rise, while Greenland and Antarcticacontribute~37 and ~19% respectively.”
This article in Grist provides some helpful background information on this complicatedtopic.

4. Tide Gauge Data Confirm Sea Level Rise Projections: This new research published byAGU in Geophysical Research Letters assessed sea-level trend and acceleration at 222tide gauges over 1970–2023, projected them to 2050 and compared those to the AR6model projections. The observation and model-based projections agree within the likelyrange at 96% of the tide gauge locations.
5. Tide Gauge Data Underestimates Flooding: This new research published in Natureargues that tide gauges in coastal waters underestimate actual flooding on land by anorder of magnitude:

“We demonstrate that tide-gauge data are poor indicators of flooding: floodsoccur 26–128 days annually, an order of magnitude greater than what regionaltide gauges suggest in some places. Improving the accuracy of coastal floodmeasures is critical for identifying the impacts of sea-level rise and developingeffective adaptation strategies.”

https://www.science.org/doi/epdf/10.1126/sciadv.adx0298
https://grist.org/science/groundwater-depletion-study-sea-level-rise/
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1029/2024GL112940
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43247-025-02326-w
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National Policy
6. Court Upholds BRIC Funding: This ASFPM article explains that a federal judge issued apreliminary injunction in early August preventing the Trump administration fromredirecting funds allocated to the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities(BRIC) program. The ruling is a major development in an ongoing lawsuit brought by 20states seeking to preserve access to more than $4 billion in BRIC funds for criticaldisaster resilience projects.
7. New Legislation to Support Resilience of Working Waterfronts: New bipartisanlegislation offers a disaster mitigation tax credit to working waterfronts located on thecoasts and on navigable waterways. TheWorking Waterfronts Disaster Mitigation TaxCredit Act would provide working waterfronts with a 30 percent tax credit on up to $1million when they invest in mitigation expenses, adjusted for inflation annually. Here is alink to the bill text.
8. Climate Damage Lawsuit Dismissed: This article in the Charleston Post and Courierexplains that a judge in Charleston has dismissed the City’s lawsuit alleging that 24named oil companies — including Chevron, BP and Exxon — used deceptive messagingto sell fossil fuel products and failed to warn of the dangers of growing carbonemissions. The City sought financial damages for climate-related injuries related tothose emissions. The judge ruled that State law did not apply and that:

“the oil companies had no responsibility to warn the public because thecorrelation between fossil fuels, greenhouse gas emissions and climate changealready was “well known.”
The City’s case was one of several climate suits filed in state courts across the country —in Maryland, New Jersey, Delaware, New York and Pennsylvania — that have beenpartially or completely dismissed. The legal challenges in other states remain active.State courts in Minnesota, Vermont, Connecticut and Washington, D.C., have deniedsimilar motions to dismiss, and climate suits have been moved closer to trial in Hawaii,Colorado and Massachusetts.
Here is an article from the New York Times on the Charleston decision. This article inE&E News explains how repeal of the Endangerment Finding could open oil companiesto damage lawsuits.

9. Atlas 15 Back on Track: This article from ASFPM explains that NOAA has confirmed toASFPM that it has resumed funding contracts for development of both Part I and Part IIof the new Atlas 15, including both current and future precipitation estimates withpublication expected in 2026.

https://www.floods.org/news-views/fema-news/federal-judge-halts-femas-termination-of-bric-program-amid-20-state-lawsuit/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NewsViews2025-08-15
https://d.docs.live.net/28491e629f2467b6/Documents/CFRP%20Newsletters/a%20federal%20judge%20issued%20a%20preliminary%20injunction%20preventing%20the%20federal%20government%20from%20redirecting%20funds%20allocated%20to%20the%20Building%20Resilient%20Infrastructure%20and%20Communities%20(BRIC)%20program,%20a%20cornerstone%20of%20FEMA’s%20pre-disaster%20mitigation%20funding.%20The%20ruling%20is%20a%20major%20development%20in%20an%20ongoing%20lawsuit%20brought%20by%2020%20states%20seeking%20to%20preserve%20access%20to%20more%20than%20$4%20billion%20in%20BRIC%20funds%20for%20critical%20disaster%20resilience%20projects.
https://www.king.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/king-pingree-introduce-new-policy-proposal-offering-tax-credits-to-working-waterfronts-at-risk-of-natural-disaster-damage?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.king.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/working_waterfronts_disaster_mitigation_tax_credit_act_2024.pdf
https://www.postandcourier.com/rising-waters/big-oil-lawshit-charleston-emissions-climate-change/article_5ac39f18-7b1a-477d-869f-10b88e8ca92b.html
https://www.eenews.net/articles/killing-epa-climate-rule-could-backfire-on-industry/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/06/climate/charleston-climate-lawsuit-oil-companies.html?unlocked_article_code=1.ck8.U1k-.DQH7sRF0W3B3&smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.floods.org/news-views/policy-matters/after-brief-delay-noaas-atlas-15-project-moves-ahead/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NewsViews2025-08-15
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10. Flood Risk Reduction Recommendations Based on Texas Flooding: Law professor MarkNevitt offers eight recommendations for improving flood management after the Texasflood disaster, including:
· disclose climate risk information;
· “climatize” FEMA flood maps;
· favor managed retreat over unmanaged retreat; and
· restore the BRIC program.

11. Letter Supports Digital Coast Act: This letter from several nonprofits supports a prompthearing on the Digital Coast Act, citing the value of the several elements of the digitalcoast program for protecting coastal communities.
12. New Report from EDF Recommends Nature and Insurance Actions: A new report fromCarolyn Kousky and Talley Burley at the Environmental Defense Fund describes hownature-based solutions can support more sustainable insurance markets and providesrecommendations for actions to expand nature-based support of insurance.
13. Insurance for Insurance Rates: This substack post from Susan Crawford describes a newbusiness called Eventual that is offering to lock insurance premiums for up to threeyears based on an additional homeowner payment calculated based on risk.

“But Eventual's arrival is another reminder that, as a society, we are really good
at smoothing over risk signals—remember Demotech?—and financializing rather
than lowering physical risks.”

14. Promoting State and Local Flood Buyout Programs: This oped in Next City by Cornellprofessor Linda Shi and others describes how state and local buyout programs can playan important role in building flood resilience as federally supported buyout funding isreduced.
15. New Book Offers Flood Policy Recommendations: A new book edited by DavidAlexander, America’s Flooding Problem: Research and Innovation in Risk, Insurance andResilience, offers chapters by diverse authors on flood management practices andneeded policy solutions including improved data and models, strengthening theNational Flood Insurance Program, and addressing social equity.
16. Urban Ocean Lab Announces New Managing Director: Urban Ocean Lab has announcedthat Daphne Lundi will be the organization’s Manager Director. She is an urban plannerand climate policymaker whose work spans environmental justice, communityresilience, and design. Previously, she served as a Deputy Director at the NYC Mayor’s

https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/eight-takeaways-from-the-texas-flood-tragedy
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/association-of-state-floodplain-managers-inc-_coalition-letter-regarding-digital-coast-activity-7363304856834473984-iuIx/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAApCJ-UBMHq6-hDmfIo0TktDJtJ3bUCz8Ik
https://library.edf.org/AssetLink/uky3347ks0532vxm44um360jb0x2uwup.pdf
https://susanpcrawford.substack.com/p/hedging-against-rising-insurance?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=1843450&post_id=169743501&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=ragtf&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://eventualclimate.com/
https://www.wsj.com/finance/small-insurance-company-hurricanes-a41766d9?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=ASWzDAj0LuK6up2kIgC6D60RcuLWc1UVjG65JVPHozjfoj7OtJ_mHv_WC9Yzaf9NNFg%3D&gaa_ts=688a6bbd&gaa_sig=OIZFQKK-tsmFlcOcIPguN7ZaV8jK0VMWDF6jF05Vy9sw8lcEoiDQ0ajLbdyssqpkBEdHFuQEmxZkcnoedsDi1w%3D%3D
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/flood-impacted-communities-need-better-buyout-programs
https://d.docs.live.net/28491e629f2467b6/Documents/CFRP%20Newsletters/Research%20and%20Innovation%20in%20Risk,%20Insurance,%20and%20Resilience
https://urbanoceanlab.substack.com/p/welcoming-our-new-managing-director?utm_campaign=email-half-post&r=ragtf&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
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Office of Climate and Environmental Justice, leading initiatives on extreme heatmitigation, social infrastructure, and open space access.
State and Local

17. Louisiana Retreats from Science Based Coastal Management: This oped in the TimesPicayune by journalist Bob Marshall explains how the long bipartisan support in theState of Louisiana for science based coastal management is eroding under theleadership of Governor Jeff Landry.
“Why kill a project lauded not only for groundbreaking research and engineering,but for sticking to the essential scientific model of adaptive management —being able to modify as critical influences on the results increased, such as theuncharted changes cascading from climate change? The scientific world alreadyhas its answer: The program is now being directed by a politician.”

18. Oped on NOAA Funding Cuts for Coastal Louisiana: This oped in the Revelator byrecently fired NOAA employee Sabrina Valenti describes how Trump Administration cutsto coastal programs, including the Coastal Wetland Planning, Protection, andRestoration Act (CWPPRA), are undercutting projects to build coastal resilience inLouisiana.
19. California Coastal Ecosystem Management: Rosanna Xia at the Los Angeles Times offersan update to the story told in her 2023 book California Against the Sea about efforts in acommunity north of San Francisco to save a beach ecosystem:

“Rather than hold the line with increasing futility, here was a humbling exampleof what can be possible when we transcend the throes of politics — and whenwe choose to set aside our differences and think beyond just reacting to thesame disasters time and time again.”
20. Maine Towns Regulate Development in Floodplains: This article in theMaine Monitordescribes how towns across Maine are regulating development in floodplains. Sometowns are expanding the criteria that trigger building elevations above one foot abovebase flood elevation while other communities are requiring elevation of two feet abovebase flood elevation:

“Brian Longstaff, Scarborough’s zoning administrator, said that he was a littlehesitant about the proposal at first when considering the challenges it couldpose to homeowners who were already in compliance with the FEMAminimum. “It was a little bit of a big bite, I thought, but in the end, it makessense,” Longstaff told The Maine Monitor, adding that the town is conducting avulnerability assessment and its projections for future sea level rise show localflood risks growing down the line.”

https://www.nola.com/opinions/mid-bararia-landry-cpra-coastal/article_1b837cd0-aaf6-4919-8693-b7e6fbc965eb.html
https://therevelator.org/trump-noaa-cuts/?utm_source=rev&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=rev375&emci=e8ee64d9-696d-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&emdi=86ebd7a5-166e-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=1832618
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-08-10/saving-gleason-beach-sea-level-rise?sfmc_id=6532a67a25b3640666ce5b2d&utm_id=41135331&skey_id=9127a50eb1c1d4c95fe7e545ef10c059babffb602ab6172c7450f9d53802e129&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NLTR-Email-List-Boiling%20Point-20250814&utm_term=Newsletter%20-%20Boiling%20Point
https://themainemonitor.org/towns-regulating-flood-zone-development/
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21. New Jersey Town Fights Sea Level Rise with Oysters: This article in Inside Climate Newsdescribes how the town of Long Beach, New Jersey is using oyster shells to protect itsbayside marshland from erosion and rising seas.
“As scientists search for ways to blunt the impact of climate change, they alsoare seeing that new reefs can be specially designed to protect against coastalerosion by blunting winds and waves and providing a seawall-like buffer formarshes and beaches.”

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/28072025/new-jersey-oyster-coastal-restoration/

